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the same and those combinations which are everywhere different, and in
so far as, instead of producing unthinking imitation, it guides and inspires
independent creations on old lines. In this sense the history of Cajsar
and the Roman Cfcsarship, with all the unsurpassed greatness of the master
workman and all the historical necessity of the work, is verily a keener
criticism of modern autocracy than the hand of man could write.

By the same law of nature in accordance with which the most in-
significant organism is infinitely superior to the most cunning machine,
any constitution, however defective, which allows free play for the spon-
taneous action of a majority of citizens is infinitely superior to absolutism,
even though conducted with the greatest amount of humanity and genius ;
for the former is oapahle of development, and is therefore living, the latter
remains what it is, that is it is dead. This law of nature also asserted
itself in the case of the absolute military monarchy of Rome, and only
the more completely because under the inspired guidance of its creator
and in the absence of any real complications with, foreign countries the
development of that monarchy was less hampered and 1 united than any
similar government. From the time of Csesar^ as Gibbon long ago pointed
out, the Roman Empire had only an external cohesion and was only ex-
tended in mechanical fashion, whilst inwardly it wholly withered and expired
with himself. If at the commencement of the autocracy and especially
in Csesar's own mind there still prevailed a sanguine hope of a union of
free popular development with absolute rule, even the government of the
highly gifted emperors of the Julian line soon taught in terrible fashion
how far it is possible to mingle fire and water in one vessel.

Caesar's work was necessary and beneficial, not because it did or could of
itself bring blessing, but because an absolute military monarchy was the least
of evils and the logical and necessary conclusion determined by the ancient
organisation, founded as it was on slavery and entirely alien to republican
and constitutional representation, and by the legal constitution of the city,
which in the course of five hundred years had ripened into an oligarchical
absolutism. But history will not consent to diminish the honour of the true
Caesar because where there are spurious Caesars a similar device may bewilder
simplicity and furnish evil with an opportunity for lying and fraud. History
too is a bible, and if it no more than the latter can defend itself from
being misunderstood by the fool or quoted by the devil, it too will be in a
position to endure and render his due to each.d

